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Good evening and welcome... 


The South Melbourne Soccer Club is steeped in history and tradition, its achievements the envy of any 
soccer club in the country. Against this backdrop, some of the finest players ever to play the game in 
Australia have worn the famous blue and white with distinction. 


Among them are two men who have etched an indelible mark in the story of this great club, their achieve- 
ments matched only by their unwavering loyalty and commitment. 


These two men are Steve Blair and Angie Postecoglou. 


Both of them came to South Melbourne as fresh-faced youngsters to pursue a dream - a dream to play 
for the most famous club in the land. 


When Steve Blair joined us as a sixteen-year old, little did we know he would go on to become one of 
South Melbourne's and Australia's soccer greats. He played 333 games for the club, collecting a string of 
awards along the way, and enjoyed the ultimate honour of playing in the club's two league champion- 
ships in 1984 and 1991. 


International representation was only limited by his decision to concentrate on his full-time work commit- 
ments. Steve retired in 1993, drawing the curtain on a marvellous playing career. 


Angie Postecoglou’s story is one from which boyhood dreams are made. Having progressed through the 
club's juniors, he graduated to the youth team and then at the tender age of 17, made his senior debut. 
The dream was complete when he held the honour of captaining the club to the memorable 1991 cham- 
pionship. His achievements at club level saw him earn selection in the Socceroos team of the mid- 
1980s. Angie’s flourishing career came to a premature end in 1993 after succumbing to a crippling knee 
injury. 


Tonight, we gather to recognise these achievements and, in so doing, create a place for these two men 
in the history of the South Melbourne Soccer Club. 


Steve and Angie, thanks for the memories. 


George Vasilopoulos 


President 


STEVE BLAIR 


STEVE BLAIR Personal Details 
; 0. 9 March 1980. Born 28 December 1961 in Paisley, Scotland. The family (father William, mum Marianne and sister 
NSL debut: South Melbourne 0 Heidelberg 0, Lorraine) came to Australia 20 years ago. 
4980: 14 apps +2 sub. Marital Status 
1981: 25 apps. 2 goals Married to Christine. Father to a 16 month old boy, Callum William - he is a future South Melbourne 
_ 26 apps. + 3 subs, 1 goal centre-back. 
28 apps Occupation 
1983: Eee | | was with the RACV for 13 years and was Operations Manager but | made a big career move a year ago 
1984: 30 apps. 2 goals joining (former South Melbourne keeper) Bruce Maclaren's company, as the National Products Man- 
1985: 23 apps. 1 goal ager. The company, Flotex, imports and distributes Commercial floor covering which is a mix between 
22 apps Carpet and vinyl. 
1986: : S 
Car 
. s. 1 goal 
1987: aheee F e Nissan Bluebird SSS - a Sports coupe provided by the company. 
. 2 goals 
1988: ab BNE: 2 9 Playing Career 
1989: 26 apps. | started with Albion Rovers once we arrived here and played from Under 12's through to the reserves 
1989-1991: 30 apps. 2 goals and seniors by the time | was 16, in the same team as Jeff Oliver. | made it in the Australian Youth team 
; oe and signed for South Melbourne after coming back from a tour in Noumea. | spent the first three weeks 
1991 - 1992. 14 apps. | on the bench but broke into the first team soon after - and stayed there for the next 13 years. 
1992 - 1993 15 apps. 1 goals | don't know the reason why because players came and went, coaches came and went and just seemed 
lo survive and stay. | 
(OTAL 44 appa + Sf euba 14 goals | was always happy playing at South - it's the biggest club and | had no intention of leaving. | was lucky | 
to win two championships and an NSL Cup and am quite proud of being the NSL games record holder 
for the club. 
’ | . . . a . . . . 
\NGIE PONTE COGN Since leaving South, | played a season with Preston and won a Victorian Premier League championship 
Oily 0 (as sub), 15 April 1984, and last year won a promotion with Moorabbin into the second division of the State League. 
‘ashiial iow s aitte I've started dabbling in coaching now and am the assistant coach to Norrie Pate at Moorabbin. Soccer 
iui 18 SPP aaa has been a part of my life and | don't want to drift out of it - | feel | can contribute in some way. I've also 
rT 2/0 apps completed a referee's course. | don't know what direction to go - | suppose I'll dabble in different things 
1? apps till | decide. 
ONG Gat A ; 
a7 22 apps +1 sub, 1 goal Biggest Influence on Career . . - 
! | There's been a range of them from coaches, to family to players. In coaching, John Margaritis was a 
1988: 27 apps. 8 goals. huge influence. He gave me an Opportunity - he had enough courage to believe in an 18 year old to play 
1989: 25 apps. 8 goals ina South Melbourne side made up of highly paid imports He came back to the club three or four times 
+H euhs and maintained his faith in me throughout. Len McKendry is another who was influential for his ability to 
1989 - 1990: 17 apps. : believe in a system of play, stick with it and be successful at it despite Opposition from players, coaches 
1990-1991: 27 apps. 2 goals and the media. 


1991-1992: 6 apps. 
1992-1993: 1 sub. 


TOTAL: 207 apps. +10 subs. 27 goals. 


Ferenc Puskas also was a big influence. He was a legend yet still had the ability to come away and 
coach a group of part timers and influence them enough to win a championship. | enjoyed his presence 
and respected him for what he had done and in turn he was very good to me - he asked my views at 
times and relied on me to rally the others around. 


Family wise, my father has passed away but he was a huge influence on me. He was football mad and 
persisted with me, taking me to training and steering me away from my initial interest of tennis. Mum has 
similarly been a staunch supporter and still goes to my games now. The family has been like a silent 
support system throughout - I've always known they were there. 


The list of players is endless. | was lucky enough to get on with a lot of good players and had good 
relationships with them. They range from Arthur Xanthopoulos, to John Yzendoorn, to Angie Postecoglou, 
to Mehmet Durakovic to Alan Davidson to George Christopoulos. All in their inimitable way had an 
influence on me. | don't ever believe | was a spectacular player but | tried to pick a bit from each and 


blend it into my own particular style. 


Favourite Playing Position 
Believe it or not, | started out as a striker at Albion but once | got serious about playing, a defensive role 
was always my love and I played at centre-back throughout my career. The strikers always grabbed the 
headlines but | got a lot of personal satisfaction out of blotting the in-form strikers whether they were 
Eddie Krncevic or Gary Cole or Ken Boden. It went unnoticed most of the time but to perform well 


against them allowed me to hold my head up high. 


Worst Ever Injury 
| was lucky enough to go through a lot of seasons injury free. In terms of worst, | tore my ankle ligaments ~ 


Favourite Ground 
Middle Park without a doubt and 


comfortable on that ground as | di 

id - it just f i 
a lot of games there not just for Sout etomnetiie 
sphere. 


| toured a lot with the Au 
America but none of the 
because we didn't have a 


stralian Youth Team and the senior side 
Stadiums appealed to me. They alway 
ny support in the crowd. 

Best Goal You've Scored 


- throughout Asia, Europe and South 
S felt like big cold Stadiums probably 


Most of the other 
with my head, 


Best Goal You've Seen Scored 
Goals scored by Doug Brown i i i 
ig eae g Brown in the time he was with Sout 
them with his right or left. The j 
got a real buzz out of it. 


on my birthday in a match against Wollongong which kept me out for 10 weeks near the end of my term 

with South. However, the most frustrating was a hamstring injury which happened in my second last Most Difficult Opponent 

season wilh South, Not having had injuries, | didn't know how to handle it and came back far too early, ° Gary Cole in his heyday with Heidelberg. H 

Jonded up playing against Marconi in the finals and they thrashed us 0-7 and in hindsight, there was no Socceroos and his presence was ihiensied ack the lop Scorer of the league, the striker with the 

way | should've attempted to go on the field. We came up against the likes of Steve Corica who was a berg. It was alway my responsibility to mark i € huge rivalry between South Melbourne and Heidel 

speed merchant and Andy Harper and it's no wonder they made our defence look naive. nately, he didn't score too many, he wasn't jill we duel was highlighted in the build up. Fortu 
What Don't you Like About Soccer dear to iy heart. ia SoAne Meany that is something I still hold 

We're learning all the time and slowly improving but | still don’t like the amateurish side of the game. My Most Memorable Match 


drear is to see Australian soccer to be as professional as it is in Europe, but there are still so many 
things happening that make me shake my head in disbelief. 
| also don't like dirty players who put in late tackles and go about elbowing and kicking, and | don't like 
loosing. 

Favourite Players 
In Australia there are too many players | respect for me to name one. In terms of respect, | relate to Alex 
Tobin of Adelaide City - | see a lot of attributes and strengths which | tried to have in my game. He ha 


my respect for that. 
Overseas, | was born into a Glasgow Celtic family, | grew up with the club as my love and they still are 


It's hard to pin it down to one 
It turned into a less than mem 


(in 1991), If | tried to sit my son 
te, hitting the posts and bar so 
, |have the video, so !'ll be able 


today. Kenny Dalglish was one | always looked up to and | imagined trying to mark someone like him 0Ul Your Ozu, Magic M : 
Tomient in Soccer 


of a game. 


| go to Scotland every two years and was there at Christmas time so | have admiration for the curren! 
players like Pierre Van Hooydonk - he's flamboyant, he’s flashy with his red boots and you get caught u)) 


in that. 


bourne was important to me. 


tay that long in such a hi 
a couple of clear-outs. M 


| hadn't stopped to think aboutit to s 


renowned and | survived gh profile club. The turnover at the club was 


i was played ona really hot day and South 
and playing. That effort was appreciated, 


| think it sunk in then - | know | said to myself, “S..t Steve, you didn’t do too bad!" 


The first game with the Socceroos was also a magic moment. 
Biggest Disappointment 


Probably leaving South Melbourne earlier than | should have. And not fulfilling my potential with the 
Socceroos. 


Favourite Pastime 


| like the company of friends, so | enjoy seeing friends and catching up with people. | like to think I've got 
a lot of friends. 


Most Embarrassing Moments 
| unintentionally headbutted a referee but it was all Mike Petersen's fault. 


It was a game in Adelaide, a player got injured and | ran over to make sure he was OK. It was a bad 
tackle and players came round and the referee also came in. Typically Mickey P came in wanting to say 
his bit and | got in between him and the referee to stop it getting messy. Mickey shoved me forward, | lost 
my footing and | butted the referee. Don Campbell was the ref. and | think he got as big a shock as me 
but when he realised who it was that butted him, he just laugh about it. 


I'm glad he saw the lighter side because that surely would have made the headlines. 


Another embarrassing one involved Angie Postecoglou and | can't let him off since he'll be sharing the 
big night with me. 


It happened in another game in Adelaide, it was one we needed to win to get into the finals. We had a 
habit of not doing well against Adelaide City and were hanging on to keep them out for the game. We 
finally got out of our half and managed an attack which finished with Paul Trimboli hitting a shot which hit 
the side netting. To Angie, it looked like we had scored and he ran towards Paul as if it was a goal, 
shouting and screaming and running at full-pace - until he realised he was the only one celebrating: 
When he did, he tried to disguise the sprint into a jog but it made no difference; the Adelaide city players 
and supporters were just saying this guy is crazy. 


Favourite TV Programme 
| watch quite a bit of Television. | could watch sport till it's coming out of my ears. Fortunately, my wife 
is quite understanding. | also like documentaries. One thing I'm not into is Melrose Place. It's something 
my wife loves but she gets thrown in the other room when she wants to watch it. 

Music Tastes 
Jimmy Barnes is my hero and | never miss a show when he's in town. | like his commitment, his energy 
and his type of music - he gives it 150 per cent when he is on stage and | can relate to that. 

Best film You've Seen Recently 
We like going to the pictures although it's been restricted since the arrival of the baby. In answer to the 
question, I've seen Braveheart four times, in Scotland and in Melbourne, then on video and again when 
the video was given to me as a birthday present. 

Ambitions 


Away from football, I've made a big career move and | intend to give it my best shot. | don't like being 
associated with failure and I've moved into a very competitive sales area so I'll be drawing on my sports 
background to get the best out of myself and the people around me. 


Sports-wise, | have no intention of turning my back on the game that has given me so much personally,as 
well as a certain amount of financial stability and some notoriety. | want to contribute something back. 


Advice to Youngsters 
I'm enjoying my start to coaching at Moorabbin especially the involvement with youngsters - | try to pass 
on some of my experience and they soak it all up, they are like sponges. 


The things | seek in them are commitment and desire. I've seen players with much more skill than I'll 
ever have playing in the second division but you need to be prepared to work hard and have the hunger 
to be a success. 


ANGIE POSTECOGLOU 


Personal Details 
Born 27 August 1965 in Athens, Greece. Came to Australia as a five year old with parents, Jim, Voula 
and sister Liz. 
Status 
Married to Georgia on 3 December 1988. Steve Blair got married on the same day. 
Car 
We have been looking for a four-wheel drive for a while and six months ago bought a Jeep Cherokee. 
Occupation 
I'm at the National Bank in South Melbourne. 


Playing Background 


| started at South Melbourne as a nine year old and progressed through the juniors up to 1983 when | 
made the firsts in the Hellas-Hakoah team that competed for one year in the Victorian State League. | 
was selected in the South Melbourne seniors the same year. 


Biggest Influence On Career 


I'd have to say my father. He was behind me from the beginning doing what a lot of dads do, taking me 
to grounds and pushing me on throughout. He has been great. 


Favourite Playing Position 


| was a midfielder throughout my junior career until they turned me into a boring old fullback once | made 
the NSL team. Seriously, it wasn't such a bad position to play at fullback and | tried hard to make it 
exciting by going forward at times. | always loved scoring goals as a midfielder, so | had to give it a shot. 
Worst Ever Injury 
Well, the only real injury | had was the knee. That finished me. | was injured the first time in a match 
against Adelaide City in 1991 at Middle Park - it gave me a bit of trouble then, but! plodded along for a 
year and then it went again on me in a match against Heidelberg. The second operation was the big one 
and it was difficult to get back up to NSL standard from there - | had to retire as a 27 year old. It was 
basically wear and tear. The cartilage behind the knee Cap was gradually wearing away and | had major 
surgery where they grafted bits of bone . It was a touch more complicated than knee reconstruction. | 
was in plaster for three months. But overall, | still consider myself pretty lucky. 
What don’t you like about Soccer? 


| don't like losing - | don't take losses very well. The only other thing | don't like are cheats, especially on 
the park. 
Favourite Teams and Players 


Overseas, | grew up as a big Liverpool supporter and still am. | started off with Kevin Keegan as my hero 
and once his posters went down, Kenny Dalglish became my idol and has remained so till this day. 


Locally, Steve Blair and Paul Trimboli were two guys | admired as players. Blairy took me under his wing 
when I came into the senior team - he was the ultimate professional. He never missed a training session 
and was consistently a great player. 


From the time Trimmers came to the club, the stuff he used to do even at training was amazing. | used 
to shake my head seeing the things he did and still does. | was taken back by his ability from the word 
go. Those two are also genuinely good blokes off the park. 


Apart from Liverpool, the only other team that counted in my life was always South Melbourne. 


Favourite Grounds 
Middle Park was the top - | loved playing there and it always seemed very enjoyable to be on that park. 


In terms of away grounds, Hindmarsh in Adelaide always seemed to have a good atmosphere. We had 
some losses there and it was always hard but that made the wins especially good to be involved in. 
Adelaide City had a hell of a side throughout my time and you always seem to remember the wins over 
them as special. 


Best Goals You've Scored 
| scored a goal against Marconi in 1989 with a header from the edge of the box. Across came over from 
the right side, it might have been from Kimon Taliadoros or Peter Tsolakis and | timed my jump just right 
and headed it into the top corner. As a fullback, | obviously didn’t score too many goals with my head - 
that made it even more special. | probably scored around the 30 mark in league and cup goals - | went 
through a good patch for a season where | collected eight and | took a few penalties as well. 


Best Goals You've Seen Scored 
The most significant was Pala's (Joe Palatsides) goal in the 1991 grand final, because it was in a grand 
final and because of the drama around it being a last minute equaliser. Internationally, Maradona’'s solo 
goal against England in 1986 was a stand out. To do that sort of running World Cup finals was amazing. 


Most Difficult Opponent 
| always had problems with Joe Biskic - | didn't enjoy marking him. He was a clever little guy. You always 
thought you had him and he would create something special. | never really managed to dominate 
against him but looking back, | suppose | can say | enjoyed the tussles we had. 


Most Memorable Games 


They would have to be the two grand finals when we won championships in 1984 and 1991. 1984 was 
my first year in the team and to win a championship in the first season was always going to be memo- 
rable. We played Sydney Olympic over two legs and the crowds and the atmosphere stick in my mind. 
1991 exceeded that - it was such a huge buzz. The whole day was enormous, from going to the ground 
by bus and seeing the hordes of fans on the way to the final, down to the emotion of coming back from 
the dead to equalise in the last minute and the crazy penalty shoot-out where again, we came from 
behind. It was an emotional roller coaster and to finish it by lifting the trophy - | will never come close to 
that sort of feeling again. 


Your own Magic Moment in Soccer 
Yeah, lifting that championship trophy with the boss (Ferenc Puskas). It was a huge feeling facing the 
grandstand at Olympic Park with the boys. Everyone was rapt. Everyone was so emotionally drained 
and to finish on such a high- it was great. 


Biggest Disappointment 
The injury. To have to give up at 27 at a stage when | was wanting to achieve more and felt that | was part 
of a very good team that could go on to win more honours. | had figured that | would at least be playing 
till | was 30 and the initial stages of not being part of it were tough. Eventually you get to accept it and 
appreciate the playing time even more. : 


The only other disappointment was not to really crack itin the national team. | played a few games but 
| was always on the fringes. The circumstances just didn't fall right for me. 


Favourite Other Sports 
| have to admit I've become golf crazy. | hated the game till | was 18 but I've been bitten by the bug and 


it's driving me mad. I'm playing all the time and I'm not getting any better. | also follow the footy 
supporting Carlton. 


Favourite TV 
I'll watch any sport. My wife thinks | would be either the first or the second subscriber to Pay TV in the 


country. When they first started, they were probably only broadcasting for me and a couple of others. | 
enjoy watching telly from comedies to movies but sport is the main thing. 


Most Embarrassing Moment 

| knew that Blairy would mention the Adelaide City incident but I've got one on him too. Ina game at 
Sunshine against George Cross, Noel Mitten elbowed Garry McDowall in the face and it was a cracker 
- there was blood all over the place. The players came round him and Garry is going nuts - there is this 
huge cut on his lip and it's getting wider with his swearing and screaming at Mitten. Bobby Russell had 
virtually trained us to be careful with injuries and always try to calm players down, tell them it’s okay and 
never make out that it's a bad injury because it makes the injured players more scared. Well, here we all 
are, trying to calm Garry down and telling him it's going to be okay and Blair comes along, has one look 
and goes "Oh my God"! and almost faints. We gave him some dirty looks at the time and gave him stick 
about it for the following week. 


And just getting back to the Adelaide City game, Blairy’s memory is fading. It was Danny Wright who hit 
the side netting not Paul Trimboli, 


Superstitions 
When | came into the team | was given the number 17 jumper and by coincidence when | made it into the 
national team, | also got 17, so initially | thought I'd try to stick to 17 throughout my career. But it got 
changed to three and | never worried about it. The only other thing was that | never shaved on match 
day. 

Best Mates 


In soccer it has been people like Steve Blair and later Paul Trimboli. But I've always got on with most of 
the guys | played with. We had a really good team atmosphere and generally the squad was made up of 
some very good blokes. 


Away from South Melbourne, there were a couple of guys | grew up with who | still consider as best 
friends - Nick Deligiannis who played for Heidelberg and Chris Nikou, who didn't play anywhere. We still 
hang around together. 


Favourite Reading and Music 
My reading is mostly sports related - biographies, magazines and | read just about every daily newspa- 


per. My music taste is pretty open - | listen to everything that | can sing along with. My wife likes some 
classical stuff but | always switch it off. 


Ambitions 


Since | was a kid, | think | always wanted to coach South Melbourne even more than wanting to play for 
the club. I'm hoping that one day | will get the opportunity to do that. 


Away from soccer, the ambition is to travel the world, My wife and | have already done a bit, we've been 
to Europe, Canada and America but there are still a few trips we would like to do. 

Advice to Youngsters 
Mainly to enjoy the game. You need to love this game to be successful. I've always enjoyed the involve- 
ment, | loved the training as much as the games and | didn't miss a session - even if | was injured, | still 


used to go down to the ground. If you love and enjoy the sport, the hard things that inevitably happen can 
still be overcome. Don't waste any moments or ever take anything for granted. 


Player to Watch 
| think Bill Damianos is going to be a great player. He is still young but he is amazing. Con Blatsis and 
Mike Petkovic are two others. With a bit of luck, those three are going to have really successful careers 
hopefully with South Melbourne. 

Person You Would Most Like to Meet 


Kenny Dalglish if it can be arranged. | loved the way he played, | still enjoy watching everything he does. 
Even as a manager, when the team scores a goal, you can tell from his look and his celebrations, how 
much he enjoys the game. 
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